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MEWSlEM® 


C4i4<w(|n)wt 



HE'S 

STILL 

NERVOUS. 


THEY'RE 

FAST. 


TAICH/'S 
BREATHS 
TO MY 
1 RIGHT. 


BUT HE'S 
QUIETLY 
CONCEN¬ 
TRATING. 


ARATA 

SEEMS TO BE 
STRUGGLING 
WITH HIS 
STUFFED NOSE. 




lilllii 
















PlNOT 

gpNE 


Chihaya 

burn- 




























































































THEY'- 
KEEP ON 

disapM 

pearingJ 


ONLY 
HAVE A 
HUN¬ 
DRED 
OF 

THEM. 


I DON'T 
WANT THIS 
TO END. 


Jl^BUT ^ 
THEY KEEP. 

Ion. disaps 

PEARING J 


























WHAT 


SHOULD 
I DO? 


SHUT 

UP!! 


■ARE YOU 
REALLY 
LETTING 
SOME 
TOTAL 
AMATEUR 
BULLY 
v YOU? 


IT'S 
HARD 
TO PLAY 
AQAINST 
HER FOR 
SOME 


Teaghj 

IVers m 

;AN^lT 

SENIORS 

|areMl : 

WATCH- 

ING% 


TIONALLY 
BUMP 
INTO ; 
. HER. , * 


ARE YOU 
OKAY , 
ARATA? 


HE ONLY 
HAS ONE 
LEFT...?/ 


WHAT'RE 

YOU 

DOINO, 

NISHIDA- 

KUN? 


AYASE- 
SHE'S SAN IS 
QETTINQ INCREDI- 


LOSE TO 
THIS 


BLE/ 


QUITE A 
FEW FROM 
HER OP¬ 
PONENT'S 
SIDE/ / 


THAT 

ROUND BOY 
HAS LOST 
HIS TEMPO. 


I JUST 
HAVE TO 
DISRUPT 
HER 
PACE. 


or i > * 
COULD YELL 

K,-rnKi AND 


INTEN 


IT'S 

SIMPLE 


*77 

I OET 

SOME 0RRY 
WATER 




















) EVENj 
WHIlEl 
HEiS^ 
HAVING 
THAT 
MUCH 
TROU¬ 
BLE— 


...HE WAS WAY v. 
BETTER THAN 
\ THIS GIRL. 


: I MAPE 
THAT 

CHAMPION 
STRUGGLE 
TO GET HIS 
CARPS// 


HE // 
NEARLY 
HAS A 
PER¬ 
FECT 
GAME 
AGAINST \ 
™T- 


CHAN?/ 


WHEN I 
FACED OFF 
AGAINST 
ARATA WATAYA 
LAST YEAR AT 
THE NATIONAL 
TOURNA¬ 
MENT... 












THE 

MOMEN- 


r it's 

CHANGED 
f AGAIN. 


NOW THAT 
HE’S RE¬ 
GAINED HIS 
FOOTING... 


...CHIHAYA- 
CHAN ISN'T 
ON HIS LEYEL 
YET... 


' GUIHOKU 
KARUTA 
CLUB HAG 
TWO WING, 
ANP TEAM 
CHIHAYA- 
FURU HAG 
\ ONE. 


GUIHOKU 
KARUTA 
CLUB 
WING THE 
MATCH. 


THANK 
YOU VERY 
MUCH. 


THANK 

you 

VERY 

MUCH 
















®li| 



THANK 

YOU 

VBRY 

MUCH 


jk V" 


THANK 
YOU 
VBRY I 
MUCH. 


US THREE 
PLAYING 
KARUTA 
TOGETHER. 


IT'S 

OVER 

























WISH I 
COUIVA 
OIVEN 
CWIWAYA A 
TROPHY. 


WEAR 


THIS. 


TAICHI. 


<Orr 



































X 

COU LPIM'T. 
I'M 

eoRRy. 


I KNEW 
THAT 
I HAP 
TO WIN. 
PUT... 


I KNEW 
THAT 
CHIHAYA 
WAS 
PLAYING 
SOMEONE 
W AY 
BETTER 
THAN 




























WANT- 

tv... 












m utzv 

TO 

PLAY... 


PIPN'T 
WANT 
THIS TO 
£Z£W! 


1 ...MORS 
KAPUT A 
AS A 

GrPOOOUP! 















IT W4S 
L0TS4 
PUN, 
RI£HT 


I East Ohsato Elementary 
School’s 32nd Graduation 


Ceremony 























pon 


LET'S 
TAKE A 
PICTURE 
CHI- 
CHAN/ 


THE/ 
WEAR 
BLAZERS 
AT KAI- 
MEISEI 
MIPPLE 
SCHOOL 


com 

OVER 

HERE 

NEXT/ 


/OU'RE 

SO 

LUCKY. 


COMB 
OVER 
SOME TIME 
TO REAP 
SOME 
SHONBN 
MAGAZINE, 
TAICHI. 
















































































AKA- 
T AAA! 
























/ wow, > 

CHIHAyA. 

EVEN 

THOUGH YOU 
) KNOW HE'S 
OOI NO TO 
X BEAT YOU? y 


I'M 

60NNA 

WIN/ 


WHERE 

ARE you 

OETTINO 

THAT 

CONFI¬ 

DENCE 

FROM? 


are you 

OONNA 
READ 
CARDS 
FOR US 
OR NOT, 
TAICHI? 


PLAY 
KARUTA 
WITH ME, 
ARATAl 


ARE 

you 

TOO 

Busy 
PACK - 
INO?, 


mi 

mill ' 1 A CAN 

> A you 
*jS a not? 


m 

emoue 

MgTCH, 

fob/ 
































































































y'KNOW, 

THERE'S 

THE 

4-3-1-S 

my o? 

REAPING 

CARPS. 


- " YEAH, V 
THE \ 
NUMBER OF 
SYLLABLES 
BEFORE 
EACH 
BREAK. 

X KNOW. . 


Sakuya 

kono 


fuyugo- 

mori 


I I'VE 
STUPIEP 
KARUTA 
TOO, OOP. 


mOA! 

YOU 

SUCK, 

TAICHI/ 


mon 


the beginning offcompetitive karuta. 


Nam- 

wazu 


Sakuya 

kono 

hana 

fuyugo- 


Iina 


haru be 
to sakuya 
kono 
hana— 


OH, 

SHUT YOU 
UP. J SOU NO 
/ LIKE A 
I ROBOT! 




















































I'M 

GOHM 

WIN. 


^THAT'S 

RIGHT. 


THIS IS 
THE SAME 
ROOM INHERE 
I PLAYED 
KARUTA FOR 
THE FIRST 
TIME. 


















LES’ 

PLAY! 


it ms 

PASSION 


LEMMEGET 
MY TAPES; 


I'M V 
NOT \ 
LOSING, 
EITHER/ 


MY DREAM’S 
TO BECOME 


fARATA'S 

mssiom 


BUT IT 
WASN'T 
KARUTA I 
LEARNED 
THAT DAY. 


STARTED 
LOVING 
KARUTA 
BECAUSE I 
MET YDU, 
ARATA/ 


IKARUTA 

BA; :• 

[master. 













































































THANKS 


FER 

playing- 

KARUTA 
WITH ME. 


CmAYA, 
TAICHI, 
BOTHA 
YOU . 


^ X PUN' 
THINK 
WE'LL GET 
TA MEET 
EVER / 
AGAIN... 

















-WHy 

NOT? 


WE STILL 
HAVE 
KARUTA. 


SO 

WON'T 
WE BE 
ABLE TO 
MEET L 
AGAIN?* 


M'lmmS 














IF WF 
KFFP 
PLAYlH&t 

wf'li 

MFFT 

tACW 

OTHFR 

A&A\K. 


I KNOW 
WE WILL, 


3^Nani- 
* wazii ni 

(These"flowers 
-*• that bloom) 


Sakiiyd; 
ckono hand! 
fuyugbirum 

(In Na'niwa Bay- 

’‘slept in winter’s' 

■ - j 


Imao r 
y, hdru be to 
~sakuya kono 

yy’hana^ 

7,~?rr?/ 

(But now.you see 
sconce spring has 
come / Their petals 
<io take flight) 

















CHERRY 
BLOSSOMS 
THAT HAD 
YET TO J 
BLOOM. 
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TOKYO 

MIZUSAWA ^ 
HIGH 

SCHOOL) rV 


400 

STUDENTS 
PER YEAR, 
FOR A 
TOTAL OF 
1,200 
STUDENTS. 


YOU 

HEAR 


' THERE'S 
SUPPOSED 
TO BE A 
REALLY 
CUTE NEW 
OIRL 
COM INO 
\ IN. / 


YEAH, 
THE LITTLE 
SISTER OF 
THAT MODEL 
CHITOSE 
AYASE, 
RIOHT? 


SERI¬ 
OUSLY?/ 
LET'S 00 
ORAB A 
LOOK. 


/ whoa; \ 

I'M A BIO- 
FAN OF 
A HERS. 


i 0 WITH 
THATk 
MANY 
^'STU¬ 
DENTS. 


...I'M 
SURE 
I'LL FIND 
SOME-. 
^ONEm 


3UT 

TUF 

RUMOR 

IS... 
















































































PON'T 

TAKE 

THBM 

OFF 

HERB 


THE 

FOURTH 
SPRING 
SINCE 
I FIRST 
ENCOUN¬ 
TERED 
KARUTA. 


I WAS 
NOW 
A HIGH 
SCHOOL 
STUDENT. 


/SHE POES\ 
HAVE A ' 
/NICE BOP/, 
THOUOH. I 


HER 
j FACE ' 

I IS SO h 
. SMALL. 


NO ONE'S 
COM INO 
TO TALK 
TO ME... 


EVEN 
THOUGH 
I PUT 
UP ALL 
THOSE 
PLIERS 


HOOK¬ 

UP 

SPOT 

?! 


THE TRACK 
TEAM WAS 
JUST LIKE 
A HOOKUP 
SPOT FOR 
ME... 


JUST 

FORGET 

ABOUT 

KARUTA, 

CHI- 

CHAN. 


YOU MADE IT \ 
TO THE CITy 
TOURNAMENT 
FOR SPRINTS, 
IT'P BE SUCH A 

waste ip you 

STOPPER/ 


X JUST 
WANTED 
FRIENDS, 
REALLY... 


/LET'S 
BE ON 
THE 
TRACK 
TEAM 
TO¬ 
GETHER 
AGAIN/ 










































REALLY? 

C'MON... 


THE 

UPPER¬ 
CLASSMEN 
WILL YELL 
AT US 
AGAIN! 


LET'S 

GO, 

H0RI- 

KAWA- 

SAN! 


.W ...IV START 

4 # 


t'- 


HIGH SCHOOL, 
FIND FRIENDS, 
AND DEVOTE 
MYSELF A HUN¬ 
DRED PERCENT 
TO KARUTA. 
BUT— 


IT 

MUST 

BE 

NICE... 


























































ANYWAY, 
WHAT 
CLUB ARE 
YOU 
GOING 
| TO I 
JOIN? / 


/ THERE N 
/ AREALOT 
OFCOOL \ 
UPPERCLASS-' 
MEN ON THE 
BASKETBALL 
v TEAM... J 


WHEN I 
WAS IN 
MIDDLE 
SCHOOL, 


HELLO, 

CHIHAYA. 


WELL, \ 
THE 
ADULTS 
START 
FROM SIX. 


LEER-O’S 
MIDDLE 
SCHOOL 
HAS A 
KARUTA 
CLUB, 
AFTER 
ALL. 


/ HE V 
SAID HE | 
'WOULDN’T 
BE 

COMING 

BYFORA 

WHILE. 


I KNOW 
YOU’RE 
ALONE, 
BUT DO 
YOU 

WANTTO 
USE THE 
SPACE? / 


HELLO 


LEER-O’S 
I GROUP 
ALREADY 
HERE? 


RECEPTION!! 


I WASN'T 
ABLE TO 
MAKE ANY 
KARUTA- 
PLAYING 
FRIENDS. 



































I WONTHE 
CLASS D 
TOUR¬ 
NAMENT, 
MOM! 


r DID 
YOU RE¬ 
ALLY! 


v HARADA-V 
SENSEIASKED 
IF I WANTED 


TOURNAMENT 
IN KYOTO AT 
THEEND OF 
JUNE! 


she can't 
ony+hinq 

y herse't. % 


PROBABLY 
BE THERE 
TOO, SINCE 
IT’S IN 
KYOTO. 


TO ENTER THE 


APHOTO 


SHOOT IN 


SISTER IS 
BUSYAT 
THEEND 
OF JUNE... 


I’M 

SORRY, 




















































WHAT 

WAS 

FUN 

ABOUT 

KARUTA 



YOU’RE 
JOINING 
A CLUB? 


YOU KNOWYOU 
WON’T BE ABLE 
TO PLAYIN 
MANYKARUTA 
TOURNAMENTS 
THEN. 

































































CHb 

1AAYA! 



WHAT 

WAS 

S\\ 7 FUN 

ABOUT 

IT 

WAS... 


Tare o 
kamo 

(And so 
there’s 
no-one 
left) 


IT'S 

BBCAUSB 
YOU SLEEP 
THAT ALL 
PEOPLE SPLAYEP 
SAY OUT LIKE 
YOUR THIS... 
LOOKS 
ARE ALL 
FOR 

NOTHING, 

YOU / 

KNOW... 1 


Shiru hito 
ni semu 
Takasago 
no 

(To talk to in 
the end:) i 






















Matsu mo 
mukashi 
no toino 


nara 
naku ni 


(The Taka- 
sago pine’s 
as old, 
But he is 
not my 
friend—) 














/ you >g 

1 THINK "N 
IV SPEND 
ANOTHER 
THREE YEARS 
COMMUTING 
AN HOUR ANP 
A HALF EACH 
WAY? J 


I THOUGHT 
YOU WERE 
GOING TO GO 
STRAIGHT 
THROUGH 
\ TO THE HIOH 
SCHOOL AT 
,1 KAIMEISEI/ 


X WASN'T 
GOING TO 
APPLY 
THERE FOR 
UNIVERSITY, 
ANYWAY. 


7 IT'S \ 
MORE OF A 
SURPRISE 
THAT YOU 
OOT INTO A 
GOOD 

TOKYO PUBLIC 
SCHOOL. 


I'M 

YOU BARELY 
MAKINO ANY 
FUN OF TALLER 

me?/ 

YOU/ 


I'M 

OONNA 
KEEP 
OETTINO 
\TALLER, 
YOU 
I KNOW/ 


I FEEL 
LIKE I 
MIOHT, 
TOO... 



















y EAH? 


Mi 

‘•/f; 


TA- 

ICHI! 


I BET 
you DON'T' 
GET MANy 

Boys 

TALKING 

to you, i 

HUH? / 


TA- 

ICHI! 


I'M 

ABOUT 7>4- 

THE ONLY ! ICHI! 
PERSON 
WILLING- -• 

TO PUT 
UP WITH / 

\ THIS. / 


YEAH, 

WHAT 

po you 

WANT?/ 


















'C 90 YOU 

still 

TALK TO 
ARATA? 


DaddyB ear<S 

Yf C T A *7 f v * H v 3 tMK-4 


|Ohta : kyu Department Store / 


SERI¬ 

OUSLY 


I PIPN'T 
EVEN OET A 
NEW YEAR'S 
CARP PROM 
HIM THIS 
YEAR... / 


X THOUGHT 
HE'P STILL 
BE IN 
CONTACT 
WITH YOU. 


HEARP 


BUT I 
HAVEN'T 
EVER OONE 
EITHER, 
SINCE I 
JOINEP 
THE TRACK 
TEAM. 


.'..THAT 
ARATA PIPN'T 
ENTER LAST 
YEAR'S 
NATIONAL 
TOURNAMENT 
AT OMI 
SHRINE, 
EITHER... S 


r STILL, 
ARATA 
NOT 

ENTERING 
























/ HUH? 

YOU'RE 
AT 3UBAI- 
OAWARA 
STATION?; 


RIOHT 
NOW? 
AT THE 
STA¬ 
TION. , 


All 
RIOHT, 
SURE, 
GOT IT. 


FRIFNP 


you can 'z e . 

GO TO AN A 

ALU-BOVS 

mipplp 

SCHOOL 1U07! 
ANP STILL 
PINP C-IRLS, j * 1 

you know/ j ; 


po you 

HAVE A 
OIRL- 
FRIFNP, 
TA\OA\ 


TAICHI ^ 
HAS A * 
GIRL- 
FRIEND 


WELL, 

I'M ONLy 
60IN0 OUT 
WITH HER 
BECAUSE 
SHE TOLP 
ME SHE £ 
LIKEP ME.' 4 


/ WH- 
WHAT...? 
KINP 
OP IN 
v SHOCK? 


I PON'T 
REALLy 
LIKE HER 
BACK 
ALL THAT 
MUCH. 
























A RATA 


...FOUNP 
SOME¬ 
THING 
MORE IM¬ 
PORTANT 
THAN 
KARUTA, 
TOO... 


IT'S NOT 
LIKE yOU'VE 
BEEN COM- 
PLETELy 
FOCUSEP 
ON 

KARUTA, l 
eiTHER -' 


WHAT 

RANK 

are you 

By NOW, 
ANywAy 


.WHAT'S 
THAT 
SUP- 
POSEP 
P TO 
f MEAN? 


X WON A 
TOURNAMENT 
OVER SPRING 
BREAK ANP 
PINALLy 
REACHEP 
k CLASS 3 ... / 


THAT'S , 
TO- 
TAUY 
AVER¬ 
AGE! 


KARUTA 
IS JUST 


EVEN I'M 
POING 
OTHER 
STUFF 
PURING 
HIGH 
SCHOOL. 


HOBSy. 


IT'LL 1 
TAKE yOU 
ANOTHER 
THREE 
VEARS TO 
HIT CLASS 
A AT THAT 
PACE/ 


MAYBE 






































I WAS 

FOCUSING- ON 
THE SOCCER 
TEAM PURINO 
MIPPLE 
SCHOOL. 


I'M NOT 
PLAYINO 
KARUTA 
FOREVER. 


BETTER 
THAN STRUO- 
OLINO YOUR 
WAY THROUGH 
CLASS B 
OVER ALL 
THREE YEARS , 
OF HIOH 
SCHOOL. 


X THINK 
IT'P BE 
COOP FOR 
YOU TO 
JOIN THE 
TRACK TEAM, 
PON'T 
\ YOU? 




oww 


AND I * 
CANS. All 
THE W/W 
HERE TO 
SHOW you 
My NEW 
UNIFORM/ 


SUT 


EVEN 


THE 


SAME 


HIC-H 


SCHOOL 


NOW/ 


YOU'RE 

NOT 

PLAYINO 

KARUTA, 

TAIOHI? 






























taichi. 


VO 'YOU 
HAVE ANY 
WBA HOW 
HARP IT 
IS TO HIT 
CLASS A INI 
TOKYO...?/ 


WHAT'RBX 

you ' 

TALKING 

ABOUT?! 


WHEN 
TWIN 
SUNDAY'S 
TOURNA¬ 
MENT AND 
REACH 
CLASS 


HEY, 
CH I- 
H AYA! 


1 HEY, 
TA4-KUN, 
WHO 15 
THAT? 


► CLUB 

With mb. 




















mm 


SAYINO 
HE'LL 
NEVER 
PL AY 
KARUTA 
IN HIOH 
SCHOOL.. 


SOME¬ 


ONE 


SOME 

ONE.. 











































/ IF WE 
KEEPPLAY- 
'i ING, WELL 
MEET EACH 
OTHER 
AGAIN. 


YOU 

KNOW, 

THAT 

POEM.. 


I KNOW 
WE WILL. 


THAT# 

WAY 


...IS 
ABOUT 
AN OLD 
FRIEND 
BEING 
GONE. 


MAYBE 
I'M THE 
ONLY 
ONE... 























I ENDED UP 
COMING 1 
s HERE... 


/ I WAS \ 
I JUST TOO 
i CURIOUS... I 


LASHES, 

IT'S 

YOOOOU 


HARAPA- 

SENSEI! 

) HoWd you 
|_ Know' 7 
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( you 

/SHOULDN'T 

GO 

AROUNP 
\ TWO- 
Ni TIMING. 


50 YOU AW 
CHIHAYA-CHAN 
ARB IN TUB 
5AME HIOH 
SCHOOL, 
EYELASHES?/ 


MASTER 

UKB 

THAT! 


f i was 

ACTUALLY 
THINKINO 
L OF 
/JOINING 
I THE 
I SOCCER 
f TEAM... 


COME 
BY ANP 
SHOW 
YOUR 
FACE AT 
THE SHI- 
RANAMI 
CLUB/ 


YOU 
PON'T 
HAVE A 
KARUTA 
CLUB, 
RIOHT? 


I'M NOT 
GONG 
TO... I 


1 £Yt- 
L4SH- 
k IS! 

























I WAS 
STILL 
PLAYING 
KARUTA 
IN MIPPLE 
SCHOOL. 


m I PRAC- 
" f TICEP 
| J ANP I 
f OOT A 
/ LITTLE 

SUT X BETTER 
AL- AS I 
REAPy PIP- 
KNOW. 


JUST ^ 
HERE ANP 
THERE AT 
A SMALL 
OATH- 
ERINO, 
THOUOH. 


r I COUIV 

vevorz 

MY ENTIRE 
YOUTH TO 
KARUTA... 


...AW 

x emu 

WOULPN'T 
BE BETTER 
THAN 
ARATA. 




















































-74 POR 

" EXAMPLE, 

=tJ / IF 

177 SOMEONE 
77...I COMPLAINS 
f TOLP ABOUT 
HER TO A CARP 
PRO- SHE 
TEST TAKES... 
SO LOUP 

THE yl 

WHOLE 

HALL / h== 
HEARS 

, HER/ / 7^7= 


7 X TOLP \ 
HER TO 
; BARREL 
PORWARP 
V ANP NEVER 
BACK 

' POWN... i 


IS THAT 

what you 

TEACH 
PLAyERS 
. TOPO, 

I SENSEI? 


MOT 

AL~ 

WAYS. 


you 

TWO 
ARB 
WILLING 
TOGO 
THAT 
FAR TO 
WIN?! . 


BUT SHE x 
SAIP SHE 
JUST HAP 
TO WIN 
TOPAy, SO 
WE CAME UP 
WITH LOTS 
OP PLANS... 


CHI- 

HAYA- 

CHAN. 


WHY THE 
TRACK 
TEAM? 
IS THERE 
ANY 

REASON? 




IT ALL 
CONNECTS , 
TO 

KARUTA! 


WHEN WE 
DO THINGS 
LIKE 

PRACTICE 
TAKING 
OFFAFTER 
THE 

PISTOL , 


/builds! 

UP 

STAMI¬ 

NA, 

TOO. 


REMINDS 
ME OF 
KARUTA. 















































I JUSTpp 
HAVE TO y 
START WITH 
'"THIS WIN. 


THERE'S 

NOTHING 

ELSE 


YOU CAN \ 

I peyote 

/ YOUR 
I WHOLE 
1 YOUTH AW 
YOU STILL. 
WOULPN'T 
OET 

STRONGER 


SAY THAT 
ONCE 
YOU'VE 
RONE IT. 


THAT 
I CAN 
DO. 


e/e- 

LASH- 

ES. 














































C4i4<w(|n)wt 





All 

RI£HT, 


SHE'S 
MAPE IT 
THROUGH 
ROUNP 
THREE/ 


THANK 

YOU 

VERY 

MUCH. 


THANK 

YOU 

VERY 

MUCH. 



































godeva 

Cfu)Co(ati er 


// X CAN'T 
f BELIEVE IT. 
'/ SINCE 
WHEN DO 
I CONVE¬ 
NIENCE 
STORES 
CLOSE...? 


ARE 

f THERE 
ANY 
OTHER 
STORES 


KARUTA 
|TOURNA- 
f MENTS 
ARE AC¬ 
TUALLY 
RIGOROUS 
EVENTS. 


SO YOU'D 
LIKE THIS 
ASSORT¬ 
MENT, 
SIR? 


THE 

CONVE¬ 

NIENCE 

STORE'S 

NOT 

OPEN/ 


JUST WHAT * 
HURRY BVBR, 
UP 
ANP 
G/MMB 


AS MANY 
AS SEVEN 
MATCHES 
ARE PLAYED 
FROM 
MORNING 
TO NIGHT 
BEFORE A 
WINNER IS 
CHOSEN. 




















REMEMBER¬ 
ING THEN 
FORGET¬ 
TING THE 
PLACEMENT 
OF FIFTY 
CARDS OVER 
AND OVER 
AGAIN... 


...CAUSES 
THE BRAIN 
.JO- TOCON- 
1 y~\ \ SUMEA 
r \ LARGE 

AMOUNT 
...AND OF GLU- 
PLAYERS COSE... 
LOSE 

AS MUCH M / / 
AS THREE // 

^KILOGRAMS 'Vf 
A IN THE X jm 
^PROCESS. V 
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CWMAYA. 


VON'T EAT 
THREE’ AT 
ONCE! 


I COULD BUY ' 
THREE OF 
THOSE BARS 
FOR WHAT 
ONE OF THESE 
THINGS COST! 


CHIHA/A- 
CHAN , 
LOOKS ' 
SCAR/ ( 
WHEN 
SHE l 
SLEEPS 
BECAUSE 
HER E/ES 
ROLL 
BACK. , 


WHA? 


/ ...LIKE 
THIS 
SIPE OF 
CmAYA- 
CHAN. 


STRAIGHT 

TO 

SLEEP?! 


The^ 

whi-hes' 


IF SHE 
COULP 
JUST SIT 
ANP BE 
QUIET... 


STILL, 
YOU'VE 
GOTTEN 
A LOT 
BETTER. 


I WAS A 
LITTLE 
SUR- 
PRISEP... 


THESE 
1/ ARE 

GOOV, 
' X LIKE TAICHI. 
THE STUFF WHAT 
INI THE ARE 
CANPy THE/? 
AISLE TOO, 

, THOUGH- £ 


TO TAKE 


YOUR TIME 


ANV ENJOY 


THOSE, 


























HELLO, 

HARMW- 

5ENSEI. 


I'M JUST 
TRYING 
TO SPARE 
EVERYONE 
ELSE THE 
SIOHT OF 
HER. 


/ YOU'RE 


SO KINO, 
TAICHI. 























"V PON'T 
WORRY 
. ABOUT 
S TU1F 

KARUTA 

CLUB... 


3UT 

WATCH 


THBRB'S 
NO POINT IN 
PORCINO 
YOU TO JOIN, 
ANYWAY. 



















WATCH. 

because 

I'M 
OOINO 
TO WIN. 


ClassfAfandLUlassjBifihals 


/you CAN 
COME 
INSIPE 
ANP 
WATCH 
THE 
FINALS, 
EyELASH- 
k ES. y 


OH, 

I'M FINE 
x, 8EINC- 

vww? OUT 

i jcnc 


BUT HE'S 
A STRONG 
OPPONENT. 


I CAN'T 
MOVE 
AROUNP 
INSIPE, 
ANywAy. 


—Sf 1 ^|g'g V 

/TALENTEP, 
BUT CAN 
NEVER WIN 
THE WHOLE 
THINO. HE'S 
BEEN IN 
CLASS B 
FOR THREE 
WHOLE j 
k yEARS.../ 


/ THEN 
/ A/lAyBE 
I'LL 

1 WATCH 
i FROM OUT 
i HERE, 

A TOO. 


SHE'S 
FACINO 
yASUPA- 
KUN, 
ANP I'M 
ALREAPy 
TIREP OF 
SEEINO 
HIS FACE. 


HE'S 
SERIOUS 
ABOUT IT 
THIS TIME. 


HIS CARP 
PLACEMENT 
IS 

FLAWLESS, 

TOO. 




The rules 
of karuta 


I in enemy territory allows you to pa 


irritory into the < 
























































f SO HARP 1 

TAjO PLAY 1 
AGAINST, \ 
THE WAY HE 
■PLACES 
" SIMILAR i 
CARPS j 
l SO FAR J 
Ul APART. M 


Whe's NOTM 
v LOSING TO% 
SOME FIRSTS 
YEAR H/GHM 
SCHOOL GIRl\ 
WHO CAME 
\OUTOF) 
NOWHEREiA 


HOW 1 
MANY 
WILL HE 
WIN BY? 


ALL THREE' 
OF THEM 
;; boTTHE 
Iff “CHIHA” • 
® CARD! 











W Naniwazuni 
j| Sakuya 


OKAY 


Imao 
haru be 
to sakuya 
kono 
hana— 


(Oh, my 
heart was 
longing,) 





J 



kono hana 

a 

m 

fuyiigomori— 


,-Qsj 

■— 























































THE «s 

JL "CHIHAfij 

m&m 

K ^ -VoURjji 

fi^g best one; 
■Scan r,SH7 \ 
BgetJthe 

BONE CARD 

r YOU'RE t |\m 

' most; / , 

CONFIDENT /i 

ife#4-f! i; : I <*£ 


I KNOW 
ABOUT 
YOU, 
CHIHAYA 
^AYASE- 
TCHAN. 


HE'S EVEN 
GOING TO 
TAKE HER 
CHIHAYA 
CARD. 


E?|FtO\ 

WKE A x 

ISiEpN- 

gEAJgOLD 

lElKE^OU 

y CRUMB?E. 

W \ 


bu- 

redo 


^ BUT I <#1 
CAN'T ^jj 
^“MAKE EYE^j 
^CONT ACM 
4;WiTH HER* 


(“Ah, you 









































jy w wait ; 

5EN- 
SHE JUST SEI 
PASSEP ?/ 
HIM THE 

"cumYA" rrf 

K CARP/ / I 


TEACH 
A00RE5- 
51 VE 

® KARUTA, 
^x\ TOO. 


WHAT 

of po you 

COURSE MEAN, 
SHE EyE- 
PIP. LASH¬ 
ES? 


. YOU FA55 < 
CARP5 TO ' 
YOUR 

OPPONENT, 
THEN ATTACK: 
THOSE. 


AKV 
THAT 
CARV IN 
PARTICU¬ 
LAR. .. 


CmAYA - 
CHAN 15 
5 URE TO 
6£T. 


TAICHI. 

^. 


ARATA, 














I'M 

GOING TO 
4|§" WIN THIS, 
SO JUST 
£■ ,WATCH. 


SHE'S 

FAST! 


j Kara kurenainil 
I Mini kukuni to wa 




















0 0 • 

























^ AND ^ 
HE'S NOT 
P JUST 
STRONG... 


HE'S 

STRONG 


HE /^.: 

LOVES 
g|g KARUTA, 

^ TOO. - 




















IT 

LOOKS 

FUN. 


■IT LOOKS 
iLIKE YOU'RE 
WAVING FUN, 

Kshihaya. 


fff MAYBE 
I,ONLY THII 
THAT BECAU 
IT'S YOU 
PLAYING OL 
THERE. 


WONDER 

IF 

YOU... / 






































...FELT THE 
SAME WAY 
BECAUSE 
YOU WERE 
PLAYING 
WITH US. 


(I have 
not 
heard) 





















THANK 


YOU 

VERY 

MUCH. 






















LET'S 
PLAY 
KAPUT A 
TO- 

AETHER; 

TA\CU\! 









B-BUT 
YOU SAW 
1 COULV 
?OR&BT 
ABOUT THE 
{ KARUTA 
kdUB... 


PIP/ 


^you ^ 

CAN GET 
STRONGER 
WREN YOU 
RAVE 
FR\ENVS 
AROUNV. A 


STR0N' 

GVR 

TO- 

££THER 





















'WI-MT'RE 
, YOU... 


I...CAN 
CALL 
ARATA, 
RI£HT 


STAY OKAY. 
HERE, A 

TA\CW\. ^ Jk 


I NE£P TO 
TOLU HIM 
X MAPE 
CLA5S A/ 


HUNH 


HUH? 


\Mrere'd 























































/ I JUST \ 
BARELY 
BEAT 
SOMEONE 
FROM THE 
HARUKAWA 
KARUTA 
CLUB! / 


TEN PEP 
UP IN 
THE SAME 
HIGH 
SCHOOL 
} ANP AS 

HE'S GOT TAICHI. 

A GIRL - 
FRJENP 4 

WHO 1 11 

CALLS HIM 1111 

TA-U1N! JUI 


iiiiniiiit 


...I WANT 
TO TALK 
TO YOU 
ABOUT, 
ARATA. i 


HARAPA- 
SENSEI 
IS POING 
WELL, 
TOO! 


HOW 
5TRONO 
HAVE YOU 
OOTTEN, 
ARATA? 


COULPJA I 
WOT? |i 


/ARA¬ 

TA?/ 


V I OOT 
^ PROMOTE? 
TO CLASS 
A TODAY!! 


IT'S 

ME/ 

OHIHA 

YA/ 


I WORKEP 
SUPER 
v HARP TO 
\ PO IT/ 

A 


TAIOHI'S 
HERE, L 
TOO! 


y 1 w 

V 

THERE'S 

so many 
things... ::: 
















SORRY, 
BUT I 
PON'T 
W4NTCHA 
CALLING. 


KARUTA 


. ISN'T 
'•* SOME¬ 
THING 
I'M 
POING 
4NY 
MORE. 




















































































































































































































MY 

DREAMS 
TO BEl 
COME A 
KARUTA 
MASTER. 


IF WE 
PLAY, 
WE’RE 
0 GONNA 
WIN! J 


COURSE.?'' f\d 


THANKS 

,J FERp/^ 

"PLAYING 

KARUTA 

/trmm 

WITH ME. 


chihaya; 

■ TAICHI, 

W !7 

BOTHA 

YOU. 


—iga-ipujpapn 

BBpBB 
5 # mmmm 

fas r AHY MORE. rs ' 


O 







...TAKE A 
LITTLE TRIP 
TO FUKUl... 



















TM 

GONNA 
TAKE A 
TRIP TO 
FUKUI. 


SORRY 

TO 

INTER¬ 

RUPT 

YOU, 

EVERY¬ 

ONE. 


I'LL BE 
COMING 
AROUNV TO 
LOOK AT 
YOUR 
TICKETS. 


YOU 

LOOK 

SUPER 

SUSPI¬ 

CIOUS, 

CHIHA- 

<YA. 


j HE PIPN'T 
REALIZE 
I'M A HIGH 
SCHOOLER, 
PIP HE? 
I'M OKAY, 
RI^HT? 



































ARE YOU 
THAT 
WORRIER? 


/.cervHm- 
5 /■eters 
off your/ 
^freight' 


X REALLY 
PON'T THINK 
THIS IS WORTH 
BORROWING 
MONEY FROM 
YOU R SISTER 
TO PO. 

k fm amazed L 
jK she said yes / 


“KARUTA 

ISN’T 

SOMETHING 
I’M DOING 
ANYMORE.’’ 


/ WHAT'S v 
OOINO TO 
set HIM 
suppose? to 

ACCOMPLISH? 


EVEN 

ARATA CAN 
&BT 

INTERESTED 
IN OTHER 
STUFF. , 


1 IT'S 
NORMAL. 




































You'Re 

so 

UEART- 

LB6SH 


THIS IS 
HOW 

ouys 

ARE TO 
EACH 
OTHER. 


“SORRY, 
BUT I DON’T 
WANTCHA 
CALLING.” 


HIS VOICE 


P I DONm 
W MEET HIM 
, NOW, I'LL 
NEVER GE1 
TO MEET 
HIM, AGAIN. 


nize.it: 


THAT 

FUKUI 

ACCENT. 
























WHAT 

HAPPENED 

ARATAP 


SORRY, 

MY 

LEOS 

ARE 

JUST 

TOO 

LONO/ 


WHAT'RE! 

YOU 

l POINO, 
1TAICHI?/ 


IT'S 

BEAU¬ 

TIFUL 


WHOA/ 

CHIHAYA, 

LOOK/ 

MOUNT 

FUJI/ 


HEY, MY 
LEOS ARE 
LONOER 
THAN 
YOURS/ 


WE'RE ON 
A TRIP, 
YOU MIOHT 
AS WELL 
LOOK AT 
THE 

SCENERY/ . 





























...16 
THERE 
ANyoNE 
YOU 
LIKE 
RIOHT 
NOW? i 


CHI- 
WAY A 


HARA- 

DA- 

SENSEI 


i £ive 
HIM 

CHOCO¬ 

LATES 

EVERY 

VAL¬ 

ENTINE'S 

RAY, 

BUT... 


...HE 
BAYS 
HE HAS 
A WIPE 
ANR 
TURNS 
THEM 
ROWN. 


/ THEN 
WHAT 
WOULP 
you CALL 
s LOVE? 


LISTEN, 
THAT'S 
NOT WHAT 
YOU CALL 
LOVE/ 


WHY ARE YOU 
) EVEN TAKING 
j HER 5ERI0U5LY, 
\ HARAPA- 
7 SENSEI?.' 























WH AA 


NOT \ 
ENJOYINO 
IT WHEN 
YOU'RE 
AROUNP 
THE 

PERSON 

you 

LOVE. : 


OH, 

SO 

ARE 

you 

PININO- 

FOR 

HER 

RIOHT 

NOW? 


WHY 
7 PIPN'T 

you 

JUST 
GO ON 
A PATE 
WITH HER 
TOPAY, 
THEN? 


YOU SAY 
THAT, BUT 
IT'S NOT LIKE 
YOU'P BE ABLE 
TO BUY A 
SHINKANSEN 
* TICKET 
} ON YOUR 
--- OWN. 


YOU'RB 

RIGHT! 


\Aaaaa,v\aaA/ 


you NOT 
ENJOY 
BEINO 
AROUNP 
YOUR 

OIRLFRIENP 


I VO. 


INSTEAP OF 
SPENPINO 
YOUR 
PRECIOUS 
SUNPAY 
COMINO OUT 
TO FUKUI 
WITH ME. 


IT'S 


FRUS¬ 


TRAT¬ 


ING. 












































I Celeb Sable I 

Cookies I 


pBUT YOU= 
STILL WANT 
-TO BE BYT 
THEIR SIDE. 


r it 

/ NEVER 
GOESj 
LIKE 
l YOU 
WANT. 


YOU-> 
DON’T 
ENJOY 
/ IT. V 


Boarding the 
Shirasagi Express 


f WANTED 
1 THE 
I## WINDOW 
^ SEAT! 


we 

DON'T 
NEED TO 
RUN TO 
, A/WKE 
IT/ / 


eut you 

NEVER 

LOOK 

OUTSIDE/ 


Transfer at 
Maibara Station 


105 































































Awaraonsen 
| (Fukui Prefecture, 
Awara City) | 


W£'R£ 

FINALLY 

MSRE! 


yTl! d u ii'ii 


f iLLUlJ.A 


/ - ^ IP GRATA'S 
/ AT THE 

•••IT SAME 
SHOULDN'T OPPRESS 
BE TOO A s THIS 
PAR NEW YEAR'S 
PROM... CARP PROM 
6oy > s got TWO YEARS/ 
nice hand (\&0... J 


cw\- 

HA/A? 







































































FUKUI 




THU 

AVPRB 

IS? 


vo you 

KNOW 

WHERE 

THIS 

AVVRESS 

IS? 


















































ARATA 


I LIVE 
IN THE 
HOUSE 
NEXT 
POOR... 


YOU'RE 

ARATA'S 

FRIENP5 


WELL, 
ARATA 
WORKS AT 
THE BOOK¬ 
STORE BY 
THE STATION 
ON SUN- / 
PAYS... / 


f FROM 
f WHEN 
ARATA 
WAS IN 
i TO- 
\KYO... 


/ my 

NAME'S 

CHIHAYA. 


THE 
WE 5T A- 
JUST TION 
CAME ? 
FROM 
THERE. 


I-IEVS 

W4LK 

BACK, 

TA\C\Al 


THANKS 

FOR 

HELPING 
US. y 


OH, FINE... 
X OUESS 
WE NEEP 
MONEY 
FOR THE 
TRAIN 
BACK, 
ANYWAY. 










































CUb 
if® HAVA' 


YOU'RE 
JUST OONNA 
PAWPLE 
AROUNP TUB 
FRONT OF 
TUB STORE 
x ONCB we 
\ &BT TUBRB, 
S ANYWAY/ 


-track 
: keam^ 
member 


I'M IM- ' 
PRESSEP 
By THIS 
PLACE, 
THOUGH. 


LIKE I 
TOLP 

you, we 

PON'T 
HAVE TO 
RUN TO 
MAKE IT/ 


THE ’ 
CHERRY 
BLOS¬ 
SOMS 
ARE 
STILL IN 
BLOOMy 


BUT WB 
GOTTA 
HURRY! 













/ ...IP I 
WANT TO 
I MPfcT 
ARATA... 


...I'M 
FINP 
PITHPR 
W AY. 


X CAN 
GO 
BACK 
RIOHT 
NOW. 

































moA 























LX%.' 










A'i\ 









Ill [I _ ■ 

wanted; 

~t;?;seei 

iYOU:* 


WANTED 
TO SEE 
YOU. 


WANTED 
TO SEE 
YOU. 


WANTEP^mi 

TOSEE-'^I 

^CYOLI.^ ^ X Y 
















X KNOW 


IT'S NOT 


MUCH, BUT 


HERE. IT'S 


A PRESENT 


FROM 


TOKYO 






















































































































'CAUSE 
I GOT THE 
BACK OF 
. My H EAR 
7 mmi . 


whyv 

YOU WASH 
YOUR HAIR, 
TOO?/ 


My 

PANTIES 

WERE 

FINE, 

THOUOH. 


THANKS 

FOR 

LETTINO 
ME USE 
youR 
BATH/ 


7 PON'T \ 
USE THAT 
WORE?/ 


i -el enw'WV 
school' 


HEAP 

BACK 

ONCE 

/OUR 

HAIR 

OETS 

PR/. 


you CAN 
KEEP THE 
CLOTHES. 
















































LET'S 

PLAY 

KARUTA 

acain. 


CAN I 
USE THIS 
ROOM 
OVER 
HERE? 


IS THIS 
r WHERE 
YOU 

USER TO 
PRACTICE, 
ARATA? 


/ THE 
THREE 
OF US 
I TO¬ 
GETHER. 


M/ FA¬ 
VORITE 
PART... 


CHI- 

ha/a 


...OF 

PLAYINO 

KARUTA... 


IS l 
/ WHEN 
you'VE 
GOTTEN 
youR 
TWENTy- 
FIVE 

i CARPS 


I CAN \ 
FEEL 
My 

HEART 

BEAT- 

INC-, 


ANP 
IT'S 
LIKE 
I'M IN 
A PAy- 
PREAM. 


...ANP 
yOU'RE 
ABOUT 
TO FLIP 
THEM. 










































IT'S 

THE SAME 
FOR you, 
ARATA, 
ISN'T IT? 


WHY DON’T 
YOUJUST 
FORGET 
ABOUT 
KARUTA? 


SAYING. 


^SHESW 

~ALWAY{> 

TALKING^ 

ABOUT 

KARUTA. 


ICAN 

! CHIHAYA- 

NEVER 

1 CHAN 

i FOLLOW 
V_WHAT_ 

WEIRD? 






















HE'S 

GETTING 

STRONGER 

EVERY 

DAY. 


...THAT ARATA 
IS STILL 
PLAYING 
KARUTA, 
EVEN IF irS 
BY HIMSELF. 





























... GLASSES BOrS 
GRANDFATHER 
IS AN AMAZING 
PERSON. HE’S 
AN ETERNAL 
MASTER, w .-.j 


•g HE BECAME ; 
AS GOOD AS HE 
IS BECAUSE HIS 
GRAND¬ 
FATHER 
f TAUGHT HIM. 


ARATA 




























































































































VERS’E 


■ftCHIHAYAlfc 

FULL 


€ \ \ 


WA ! 

/TPUi 





WHAT 
THE HELL 
15 YOUR 
PROBLEM 


LET'S 

£ 0 , 

CHI- 

HAY/*. 


HE'5 

NOT 

THE 

ARAT4 

WE 

KNEW. 


THERE'S 
NO POINT 
IN TdLKINO 
TO HIM. 



















y stop \ 

7 SAYING \ 
THAT AW 
PRfcSSURINO 
HIM INTO 
B£INO 
SOMETH I NO 
PE'S NOT! I 


THAT'S 

NOT 

TRUE. 


I BELIEVE 
IN HIM... 


X PIPN'T 
COME WERE 
TO MEET 
SOMEONE 
WHO'P KICK 
AROUNP 
KARUTA 
CARDS. 


TWERE 
HAS TO 
BE A 
REASON. 














































WAIT; 

TAICHlf 


/ CH- 
CHI- 
HAYA! 
VAM- 
MIT/ , 


\ 


WHOA 


T4KE 'EM 
HOME 
WITH 
YA! 


DON'T 

LEAVE 

THESE 

THINOS 

BEHIND/, 


































































































I THOUGHT N 
IF THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
THAT SOMEONE 
LIKE ME CAN 
BSCOMS 
NUMBER ONE 
IN THE WORLP 
AT... 


..IV WANT 
TO TO IT. 


WHY 


WHY 

ISN'T 

ARATA 

PLAYING 

KARUTA 


IS IT TRUE 
HE QUIT?! 




















WHAT 
HAP- 
PE HtV 
























































































ARATA. 


/YOU GOT 
/ A CHOC¬ 
OLATE 
AT THE 
COMMU¬ 
NITY HALL, 
\ DIDN’T- 

Acha? 


7AN’ NOW ' 
EVERY 
ONCE IN A 
WHILE, , 


THIS? 


AS FAR AS 
LOVING 
KARUTA, 


W YA \ 
^ DON’T 
HAVE 
YOUR 
GRAMPA 
BEAT YET, 
ARATA. 


ONCE I 
' FELLIN 
LOVE 
WITH 
KARUTA, 


/ THE v 
r GOD OF 
KARUTA’LL 
TELL ME ONE 
CHARACTER 


STARTED 
PLAYING 
EVERY 
SINGLE 
DAY. L 


ADVANCE. 

















r THERE M 
1/ REALLW/ 

its... a 


WHY \ 
DON’T WE' 
BUYSOME 
CHOCO¬ 
LATE ON 
THE WAY 
HOME? 


WATAYA- 

sensei 

COllAPSBV 
FROM A 
\ BRAIN 
HEMOR- 
d RHAOE. 


HE 
WAS 
PARA- 
IYZBV 
AF- 
TBR- 
WARP 


...ANP 
ARATA 
WAS 
TAKING 
GARB'A 
HIM THE 
WHOLE 
TIME, a 


I BET HE 
LOOKS 
LIKE 

GRAMPA. 


HE WA6 
POINO 
ALE THE 
REHAB 

UP 

COUIV. 


SOD OF 


KARU 


TA... 
















f BUT 
ONS VAY, 
WHEN ARATA 

me 'evoetv 

TO BE WITH 
HIM... 


..WATAY A- 
SENSEI 
WAX) A 
SEIZURE 
AW PIER 
AlOW... 


APATA 
WAS OFF 
AT A 

muBHAMtm 






























































































WH OA 


MAIMJUU 

WRAP¬ 

PERS? 


HERE'S 

THE 

LETTER 


I think of you as like the 
god of karuta, Arata. The 
more that I can’t meet 
you, the more like a god 
you seem to be. 


V 























WATA- 

YA- 

KUN! 


WHAT’RE 
YOU SAY- % 
ING? WE’RE 
IN THE 
MIDDLE OF 
THE AWARD 
CEREMO¬ 
NY... / 


COME 

HOME 

RIGHT 

NOW! 


WATAYA- 
SENSEI HAS 
COLLAPSED 























































sk if you’ll see Aral 
if you play in the 


WHAT'S 

THIS? 


my 

WOULP 

SHE 

USE... 



























fibmiNkOI 

OWaSlike 


1THHGOD OF 

IWkmujta;;-^ 

! f ARATA: '.V 


THE MORE 

N- 

1 THATI 
CAN’T MEET 
YOU, THE 
MORE LIKE 
AGODYOU 
SEEM TO BE. 














1^*% 

ARA 

TA! 


LET S KEEP \ 
MEETING 
AND PLAYING 
KARUTA! 

















I DON’T 
WANT 
TO BE 
YOUR 
Bee, GOD. 


I WANT 
TO BE 
YOUR 
FRIEND. 


/ I'M 
SOR¬ 
RY, 
TAICHI 


/ CHI' 

( TRAINS HA- 
ARE YA. 
PUBLIC 
TRANSPOR -, 
V TATION. / 


we ’ 

SHOULDN'T 
HAVE COME 
TO MEET 
HIM... 


WE $ 
SHOULDN'T; 
HAVE J 
COME 
HERE... ‘ 


' YOU NEED 
TO ACT LIKE 
A HUMAN, 
NOT AN 
OCTOPUS. 




































EXPRESS 
TRAIN TO 
; NAGOYA. 
POORS 
ARE 

CLOSING., 


CW\- 
H AYA 
















































po 

THESE 

WIN- 

POWS 

NOT 

OPEN 


AAHH! 

ARA- 

TAA- 

AAU 


I DIDN'T 
WANT 
YOU TO 
COME 
HERE. 





















I;C!!DN;T 

TO SEE! 
ME LIKE 
THIS%t 
































BUT,I'D 
WANTED TO 
SEE YOU 
AGAIN. 

I ALWAYS 
HAD— 



























W WOM 


IT 

WASN'T 
OUT OF 
HATE 


CHI- 

IWA/ 


ARATA 

POE5N'T 

HATE 

KARUTA 

AFTER 

ALL... 


THANK 

&OOV- 

KB6S... 











































HE/, 

STOP 

SULKINO 

vom 

THERE 

acain. 


PON'T 
LET 
/OUR 
NOSE 
PRIP/ 
SUCK 
^ IT 
BACK 
* IN// 


ENOUOH 
WITH 
ALL THE 
ARATA 
ANP 
KARUTA 
TALK. 


BUUUT 


COULD 

SHE 

HEARS 


.ARATA'S 
VOICEP ,4 


§ I THOUGHT IF ^ 
THERE’S SOMETHINGj 
( THAT SOMEONE LIKE 
I ME CAN BECOME 
j NUMBER ONE IN THE, 
|WORLD AT, I’D WANT| 
TO DO IT. a 
























...I'll 
MAKE 
, IT WITH 
YOU. 


THAT 

KARUTA 

CLUB. 


il KNOW 
THAT ARATA 
WILL- COME 
BACK. 























































T 

STRONGER, 
ANP THEN 
1 WE'LL 
WAIT FOR 
^ HIM. 


' 1 * 2*6 

_ Talk to c hih a y a 


lAyase, Class 1-2, 
I anytime! 


for a manager' 
URGENT! 


...THE 
BEST 
KARUTA 
£LU8 IN 
r JAPAN. 



LET'S 

Let’s make a 
competitive karuta 
club together! 

M4KE 























AFTER 
I CAME 
HOME 
FROM 
FUKUi, 




DREAMED 
OF ARATA 
AGAIN AND 
AGAIN. 


VERSE 1 1 


















WE'RE 

FINALLY 

HERE... 


/whaa) 


7 TUP \ 

/ EMPRESS 
SAID SHE'D 
BE OUR CLUB 
ADVISOR IF 
m COULD 
OET FIVE 
j MEMBERS/ 

\£rripre& / 


/ WE'RE \ 
OONNA HAVE \ 
LOTS MORE 
PEOPLE HERE/ 
WE CAN 
NEVER HAVE ! 
ENOUOH 
7 \ MATS/ 


/ OKAY! 
y ONE 
THEY'D MORE 
THROWN TRIP/ 
AWAY 

THREE ,—/ 

MORE 

MATS. 


?N 


re 





























































Awmy, 

I'M 

BRmm 
THREE 
MORE 
TATAMI 
AMTS// 


WE CAN 
PRACTICE 
AFTER 
THAT/ 


YEAH, FINE, 
WHATEVER. 


Haru 

sugite 

(On 

heavenly 

Mt. 

\ Kagu,) 


Natsu 
ki kerashi 
shirotae 


(White robes 
are hung 
to air, 

they say—) / 






















WHERE 

ARE 

YOU, 

OOE- 

SAIM? 


IF Koromo V 

§ /iosM cho 1 
I ama no \ 
) Kagu- 
[ yama— 

(So summer 
must be coming, 
; j in, and spring / 
I has passed j 
^ away.) J! 


I'M 

SORRY 


I WHY 
DO WE 
HAVE 1 
TO RUN 
DRESSED 
IN HAKA- 
, A«?/ 


I KNOW 


^ COULD 

Inever DO 

SOMETHINsJl 
JPso DIS- 9 
iSRACEFUli/J 


NEVER 
HIT A 
TARGET 
WITH AN 
ARROW h 






































X 



^ I JUST 
WANT TO ^ 
WEAR 3 
■JAPANESE^ 
■CLOTHES//^ 


CH/HAYA 

AYASE, 

FROM 

CLASS 

1 - 2 . 


, SHE'S \ 
THE ONE 
WHO'S SO 
ELEGANT AND 
GORGEOUS 
THAT SHE 
MAKES 4 
EVERYONE'S 5 
iiHEADS TURN. 


i 

AND SHE'Sf^ 
SEEKING 
THOSE WITH 
AN INTEREST 
IN THE 
HYAKUNIN 

issHu? JRa 


i together! 


sSKSSt' 


Talk to Chihaya 
Ayase, Class 1-2, 
anytime! 








































You're 
quite 
talented 
yourself, 
Chihaya- 
\ sama! 


INDEED. 
THIS WAS 
THE DOOR 


I OUGHT 
TO HAVE 
BEATON! 


I BELIEVE 
'■ MIYAUCHI- 
SENSEI SAID IT 
WAS THIS OLD 
STUDENT 
COUNCIL ROOM 
THEY WERE 
\ USING... 

Hiyau*'- 


WHAT SHOULD 
I DO IF THEY 
ALREADY HAYE 
TOO MANY 
MEMBERS...? 


X was 
too VvW- 


(The fir) 



























rasaine 


(tree 

leaves 

still 

gleam) 


Arashi 

i f uku 


you 

REALLY 

ARE 

&OOD AT 
ONE-CUAR- 
} ACTER 
\ CARPS. 


(The 

stormy 

: Mimuro) 


sleeves 
of fish- 
: ermen) 


WHAT 


































COULD ' 
THIS 
BE... 


WHAT IS 
THIS... 


KARUTA 


you COT A\ 
LOT IN THE 
FIRST HALF 
OF THE / 
\ OAME. / 


7 BUT 
: you'RE 
: BETTER 
THAN I 
THOUOHT, 
\ TAICHI. 


HUH 


I MIOHT 
HAVE 

FIOUREP OUT 

why you 

STRUOOLE IN 
THE EARLy 
OAME... 


THANK 


1 you 


VERy 


MUCH. 


THANK 


you 


VERy 


MUCH. 







































































[ PIP YOU 

m com 
mecAuee 

f YOU'Re 
' INTER- 

eerev in 

KARUTA 


VO ^ 
YOU LIKE 
KARUTA , 
•?/ 


OF THE 

HUNPREP POEMS, 
SEVENTy-NINE 
ARE BY MEN ANP 
TWENTy-ONE 
ARE BY WOMEN, 
ANP I'M ALSO 
IMPRESSEP By 
THESE WOMEN'S 
x EFFORTS. / 


THE POEMS WERE 
MOST LIKELy 
CHOSEN FOR THEIR 
PECORATIVE BEAUTy 
BECAUSE THEy 
WOULP BE 
WRITTEN ON 
COLOREP 

PAPER-ANP HE HAP 
A VERY KEEN EyE/ 


I ALSO LIKE THE STORy 
BEHINP IT. IT'S SAIP THAT 
THE REQUEST WAS MAPE 
ON BEHALF OF THE 
SAMURAI ANP POET 
UTSUNOMiyA yORITSUNA 
IN ORPER TO PECORATE 
SCREENS IN HIS KYOTO 
RESIPENCE By 
MOUNT OQURA. 


^=7 

HE CHOSE 
OUTSTANPING 
POEMS ey 
A HUNPREP 
POETS, ONE 
FROM EACH ANP 
ARRANGEP IN 
CHRONOLOGICAL 
ORPER FROM 
EMPEROR TENJI 
TO THE RETIREP 
EMPEROR 
JUNTOKU. 


IT GOES \ 
WITHOUT SAyiNG \ 
THAT THE OGURA ' 
HyAKUNIN ISSHU 
IS A COLLECTION 
OF POEMS 
SELECTEP By 
THE KAMAKURA 
PERIOP POET 
FUJIWARA 
NO TEIKA. 


J THE 
’ POttAS \ 
HAVE A 
SEASONALITy, 
PEPTH, ANP 
BEAUTy IN 
THEIR WORPS 
THAT CANNOT 
BE FELT IN 
CONTEMPO- 
RARy 

■ POETRy... i 


I'VE yET TO FINP 
THE RIGHT WORPS TO 
PESCRIBE THE VIVIP 
ANP STRIKING 
EMOTIONS THE POEMS 
MAKE US FEEL, STILL 
JUST AS ALIVE AS 
THEy MUST HAVE BEEN 
A THOUSANP yEARS 
AGO... 




































)/ VOW T 
IMAYBB KNOW 
BE- why. 
CAUSE 

THEY'RE / 
EXPEN- y 
\ SIVE? / 


...FROM 1 
A LONO LINF 
OF KIMONO 
SFLLFRS"- i 


COMF 


WF FVFR 
SFLI&JF 
£HFAP 
yUKATA. 


LOVF 

KIMONO 


/ ...ANP 
! X WANT ; 
/ PFOPLF TO ,\ 
/UNPFRSTANP 
WHAT MAKFS 
| THFM 50 
ll^RFAT... I 


IN OUR N 
PIRF FINANCIAL 
SITUATION, WF 
CAN'T FN/FN 
- HIRF A MOPFL 
FOR NFXT > 
' YFAR'S \| 
> CATAL06 v gf 


7| 

I 

m 

Pet 


$ 

K - J 

















/ IF X WON'T 
BE ABLE TO 

\NZAV 4 

HAKAMA HERE, 
PERHAPS 
I'M BEST 
SUITED IN THE 
ARCHER/ 
CLUB AFTER 
\ ALL. / 


J* ^ WE 

&' YOU DON'T 
rPROBABLY EVEN 
DON'T KNOW HEAR 
WHAT A LOT THE 
; OF THEM CARDS 
a MEAN, DO as 
I k V'OU? POEMS. 


f wow, 1 

SHE'S \ 
OBSESSED 
WITH 
KARUTA 
FOR A COM¬ 
PLETELY 
DIFFERENT 
REASON 
THAN 
YOU... 


SHE'S 
NOT CUT 
OUT FOR 
COMPETI¬ 
TIVE 
KARUTA. 

































































































r ARE YOU 
AWARE OF THE 
WILP ROMANTIC 
RELATIONSHIP 
EMPRESS NIJO HAP 
WITH ARIWARA NO 
NARIHIRA BEFORE 
SHE MARRIEP INTO 
k THE COURT? 


'' IT'S NOT 
ABOUT 
THE 

.SCENERY? 


YES, OF \ 
COURSE 1 
THAT'S THE 
OENERALLY, 
ACCEPTER I 
MEANING./ 


ortrernety 

farnoos 

sWV- ^ 


^ ^ / IT'S 
~ 64 IP THAT 

NARIHIRA 

1 JWr i WAS 

V , NEVER 
ABLE TO 
f THAT IS FOROET 
WHY I LIKE ABOUT 
TO REAP THE EM- 
THE POEM PRESS. 
AS HIPINO 
HIS PASSION , 

WITHIN ITS |V 
SCENERY. ^ 


THE 

POEM WAS 
PISPLAYEP 
ON A 
FOLPINO 
SCREEN 
WITHIN THE 
PALACB. 


SOME 
BELIEVE IT 
WAS THERE 
ON THE 
REQUEST OF 
EMPRESS 
NIJO 

r HERSELF. / 


"CHIHAYA- 

BURU" 

IS A TERM 
USEP TO 
MEAN "OOP" 
IN JAPANESE 
POETRY, 


ANP IT 
CARRIES 


MEANINO 

OF 

OREAT 




1 ®^ 

M 


rm v 




































/ THE \ 
/ PHRASE 
/"MIZU KUKURU' 1 

has been 

INTERPRETEP 
AS SOMETHING 
PASSING 
THROUGH THE 
WATER, OR AS 
SOMETHIN# / 
\ BEIN# / 

TIE-PYEP./ 


ONCE * 

you 

LOOK AT 
IT THAT 
* WAV... 


EVEN 
THIS 
BLACK 
ANP 
WHITE 
KARUTA 
CARP... 


/ BELIEVE 
*r THE REP 

Xi JAPANESE 

f maple 

...REPRE- LEAVES 
SENT PASSIN# 
HIS LOVE THROUGH 
THAT HE THE WATER 
CANNOT - / 
HIPE EVEN 
AFTER 

THEY / % t 
#ROW 
APART. / 


...TAKES 
ON A 

PEEP REP 
COLOR, 
POES IT 
NOT? 


/ PC 

you 

UNPER- 
i5TANP 
; NOW 


J THE \ 

7 / WAy x ' 

ENJOy 

Tf POETRy 15 
® PIFFERENT 
FROM COM- 
\ PETITIVE 
KARUT— 




















wow 



HUH...? 

FROM 

THF 

VERY 

BFOIN- 

NINO? 


/ 50 
/THAT'S WHY 
IT CONNECTS 
TO THE LAST 
LINE, "THAT f 
| BURNS WITH 
kSUCH HEAT 
\ UPON THE / 
1 SKIN/" / 


BUT 
IT CAN 
ALSO 
MEAN 
"MOX- 
IBUS- 
ATI0N.7 


I NEVER 
KNEW. 


...THERE'S 
AN ENTIRE 
WORLD OF 
COLOR 
AND 

WARMTH...j 


NEVER> 
KNEW > 


...ON THE 
OTHER 
SIDE OF 
THOSE 
CARDS. 


WOW, 

wow, 

wow// 


"SASHIMO- 
OUSA" IS A 
WORE? FOR 
MUOWORT." 


















DIDN'T 

KNOW. 


DIDN'T 
KNOW 
ANY- ^ 
THING. 


yORNrtNfrTHEl 


TEACH ME 
MORE. 


|iUt\viu)Nc; ac.k? 

\ 111 


|f TEACH 
| ME, j 
jj- KANA- t 
fsCHAN.# 


WHO'S-N 

even, ! 

HEARD OF^ 

AC ^S 

*i[n or/|2 








































jus-n* 

LOOK. 
THE CARDS 
ALL HAVE j 
THEIR OWN 
COLORS..^ 


-(.TELLING 
^ ME 
EXACTLY 
WHERE 
THEY ARE. 


BUT 

YOU CAN 
CONNECT 
THEM WITH 
MEANINGS, 
TOO. It 


DAMN/ 

WHAT'G 

WITH 

YOU 

TODAY? 


HAVE YOU 
BEEN VO\HG 
PRILLS OR 
SOMETHING, 
CHIHAYA? 

























KAMA- 

CHAN. 


f HE SAIP 
TO OET 
TO KNOW 
KARUTA 
ANP TO 
BECOME 
FRIENPS 
WITH THE 
CARP5. 


yOU'RE 
ALREAPy 
FRIENPS 
WITH All 
HUNPREP, 
KANA- 
CHAN. 


KNOW 

ycmi 

Btcom 

STRONG. 


SENSEI 
TOLP ME 
SOME¬ 
THING 
ONCE. 


^T" 






































REAL¬ 

LY?? 















IT'S NOT AS 
IP YOU NBBV 
THAT MANY 
PBOPLB 
WITH YOU. 


TUF 

KARUTA 
CLUB 60 
BAVLY? 


) YOU 
WON'T 

Beueve 

^ WHATI 
<\FOUNO 


IFOUNQ 

MEAT 

BUNS! 


-L 

i —- n 





Xve 

W«'%J 

ffl 

72 

VO YC 
WANT, 

\ ^ SBTO 

' \ w4 1 

)U x 1 

MB 

W/rnm 

pi 





































'MeAT 

BUNS 

HUH? // 


tvs 

HIM!! 


I WANT 
-TO PLAY 
KARUTA... 


YOU 

HAVE EX- 
PERIENCE/ 
JOIN THE 
KARUTA 
CLUB/ 


...WITH 

ARATA 

AGAIN. 















I WANT 
TO LET 
HIM 

KNOW... 


■HH 

...THAT 
KARUTA 
IS FUN. 


l C HIHA- 
YA- 
FURU" 


...IS A- 
LOVE 
POEM 
COL-1 

ored; 

DEEP, 

RED. 


LTHAT.M- 
BEING -1 
WITH YOUR 
FRIENDS 
IS FUN. 




Continued in Volume 3 

























CM AN) CNINA/A 3 

CNITOSE AN) CNINA/A 2 

WH " 

WHAT's) 

THIS?! M^’®|i^=h; 

f thanks k \ X 

^ support I ' \ 


WWELK'- 1 ' 



^^ /77\ Ah0ha /^/ OH ' My 

^ \ l/J/ji / Jv/I FRIEND 

Wfw///® ^ 

1 1 ^ ME TO 

OUESS riA$M / 'MF\ \ VO 

X MADE |wV iw ^ , A THAT. 

M/ OWN \jjrfl /Jik r^V J, 

DEBUT ] " >w --4^,-^ 

MODEL/ /* | « 

Jin-iixS^h' 


i\sji/fl(\ / y|/ you TOO 

ffl w. SHOULD LATE 

1 AWr^i be- for 
r come a you, 

\ V/^WL VJ MODEL CHI- 
WHA' - ^ INSTEAD HA/A. 

\' OP ME. 



9$^ KARUTA, 

‘ifepZmKNOW/ 


OKAY, THEN 

(Mf Hi , J you PLAy 

m* mA\ \ KARUTA 

r r " 

LUT^LYi '7 

NOT. J|C 


































MAR EVANCfLISTS DAM/ BEAR FAN M 







I’ll top doing 
my tot in 
volume 3! 


Ihe: 

End 
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